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DlRECTOIRE PRATIQUE DU JEUNE CONFESSEUR. Par ALEXANDRE 

Ciolli. Paris : Victor Retaux, 1898. 2 vols. Pp. xvi + 404 
and 386. Fr. 7. 

This work is a translation from the Italian, leaving in Latin such 
passages as the author did not wish to expose to popular gaze. It is • 
called " Practical Directory of the Young Confessor," but its scope is 
far wider. It is, from the Catholic point of view, a compendium of 
rules for the guidance of the young priest. It contains a treaty of 
ethics, the questions to be addressed to those who go to confession, 
and elaborate instructions as to the relations which he should sustain 
to all sorts and conditions of men. There are also in it forms of 
petitions to the higher authorities. It is, therefore, a work of great 
interest for those who would like to find out the ethical teachings of 
the Roman Catholic clergy, especially as it has the approval of the 
Vatican. An adequate review of such a work would entail the discus- 
sion of almost all the principles which are assumed by Canon Ciolli, 
and that we cannot undertake. Were we to do it, such discussions 
have ceased to interest Protestant readers. We can only indicate what 
is the value of the book for us. For instance, what is the conception 
that most Catholic priests have of their office ? What is the attitude 
of the church toward Protestants ? The book does not hesitate to say 
that priests must have a kindlier attitude toward freethinkers and 
skeptics than toward heretics. This we knew before, but we had no 
documentary authority for our knowledge. Never before have the 
ethical externalism, the formal and external attempts to make men 
good, and the religious legalism of the Catholic church been so appar- 
ent to us. At the same time the spirit of faith in a system, of loyalty 
to everything connected with it, and the enthusiasm of Roman Catholic 
consecration are equally manifest. The reading of this book by a 
Protestant pastor would certainly be profitable. The many pages of 
Latin in it should not stagger the ordinary Latinist, and their omission 
would not be a great loss to the reader. J. C. Bracq. 

Der Begriff des Charisma und seine Bedeutung fur die prak- 
tische Theologie. Von Lie. theol. Moritz Lauterburg, 
Pfarrer in Stettlen bei Bern. (= Beitrage zur Forderung 
christlicher Theologie, herausg. von A. Schlatter und H. 
Cremer, Vol. II, Heft 1.) Giitersloh : C. Bertelsmann, 1898. 
Pp. vi + 141. M. 2.40. 

In this study the author undertakes an investigation of the concep- 
tion of the charisma, in the first place as it appears in Paul. Minor 



